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1. Would you be willing to run on a slate with other Democratic candidates? 
 
Yes 

 
2. If other Democratic candidates convened on a slate, would you consider pulling out 

of the race? 
 
No 

 
3. Would you support single member aldermanic districts? 

 
No 

 
4. How would you work to make Frederick city more affordable and increase 

livability? 
 
As an advocate for working and middle class families and affordable living, I have fought               
tirelessly for a Cost of Community Services study. The study (now ongoing and paid for               
by both the City and County) will help us more clearly identify who pays what in their                 
taxes and how we can more equally distribute and lower tax obligations for city residents. 

 
5. What are your priorities for the city budget? 

 
Safety (Police, Code Enforcement, Public Works, infrastructure including roads and          
water/sewer, etc.) is my top priority.The fight for equality is ongoing (access to             
education, job training, affordable living investments with mixed-income opportunities         
and tax fairness across tax brackets). Quality of Life is another priority (smart growth,              
sustainability, historic preservation, parks and other issues that affect our lives and            
economic viability.  

 
6. As a city official, what role will you play in increasing access to social services? 

 
City taxpayers already provide close to a million dollars for the Community Action             
Agency, which services all of Frederick County. Those services are located downtown            
and cover low-income residents. The Department of Social Services has moved out to             
North Market Street, and I expect we will have conversations with the City, County and               
State as to how to provide better access to that building. 
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7. What are your specific steps to attract and retain young people to the city 

Frederick? 
 
Frederick is attracting young people because we have made it a great place to live and                
work. We need to expand our work on affordable living because many young people are               
just starting their careers. Mixed income developments and smart growth are a few ways              
to expand affordable living. 

 
8. Do you have confidence in the Police Department’s leadership? 

 
Police departments all over the country are having a tough time attracting diverse             
candidates, and Frederick is no different. I have hopes that we will continue to expand               
diversity in the Police force. 

 
9. What steps will you take to improve police-community relations? 

 
I believe in Community Policing. I believe in having officers in our schools and our               
neighborhoods before there are issues. When officers are in the neighborhoods and            
schools, information travels both directions. We have hired new officers every year in             
hopes this would be the outcome.  

 
10. What do you think about the two-day trash pick up? 

 
I'm not sure two-day trash pick up is necessary in most parts of town. However, I do                 
support putting together a work group to look closer at this issue. I also think we can                 
provide bulk-trash alongside recycling to give our residents yet another way to deal with              
disposal of items that are no longer useful or needed. 

 
11. What would you like to see happen with the Fredericktowne Mall property? 

 
I’d rezone the property for Mixed-Use Development with aspirations to develop as a             
town-center community – a majority for residential and remaining parts retail/general           
commercial. The mall literally has its own zoning – which is unprecedented. I openly              
opposed these unique zoning parameters from the start. However, development on this            
property is now increasingly complicated. The buyer is either able to use the property as a                
mall or develop the land as currently zoned – General Commercial with 20 conditions. To               
change use of that property, the new owner would have to prove a zoning “mistake” or a                 
“change of neighborhood”.  

 
12. What steps would you take to attract and develop new businesses to the city? 

 
Quality of life issues must be enhanced to attract new businesses. For instance, we must               
do all we can to provide a community with good schools, great parks and public spaces,                
regular community events and an extraordinary downtown that people want to visit. In             



addition, I believe we should be providing some additional training for our existing             
workforce. If we have a workforce that can cover any type of job, businesses will want to                 
locate here. 

 
13. What are your branding efforts for the city of Frederick? 

 
I'm not sure what this question means - I work hard to make sure that I, as a                  
representative of the City of Frederick listen to all and I try to move forward to work on                  
issues that have been brought up by constituents. 

 
14. How would you propose building a sustainable local job base for younger 

populations? 
 
I think this is all about training opportunities. I would like to provide training              
opportunities to all citizens so that our workforce (young, old, and all in between) is a                
workforce that attracts a variety of businesses. 

 
15. Do you believe the representation within the Frederick Democratic Party reflects 

the needs and demographics of the city of Frederick? 
 
I'm not sure what "the representation within the Frederick Democratic Party" means. I             
believe we have a number of Democratic groups within Frederick that together reflect the              
needs and demographics of the City. 

 
16. What are some of your accomplishments that show you can be an effective advocate 

for issues relating to young people (18-40 years old)? 
 
Hargett Farm West Side Regional Park - I've been advocating for this for many years. It                
will provide economic, educational and recreational benefits for many in this age range.             
Mixed-use Development - I've advocated for years to provide Affordable housing options            
in the City of Frederick. Equality - I've worked for years to ensure all people are, indeed,                 
treated equally and fairly. 

 


